In a world of growing conflicts and climate crisis,
where a large proportion of the population lives

in poverty and has no access to drinking water,
the development of artificial inteligence is now

a priority for humanity. Originally, it was a publicly
useful invention, developed with state support

to educate and cure diseases. Following the
privatisation and monopolisation of the internet,
however, it ceased to be a democratic technology
and became a tool for private profit.

A small group of rich individuals today own

as much as the poorest half of humanity. An
increasingly financialised market continuously
reduces the socially beneficial use of investment
capital; instead, it distorts the economy through
speculative practices that generate multi-
generational wealth. Exclusive asset accumulation
is driving up property prices. Owing to free market
fundamentalism, smaller enterprises with local
reach are disappearing, and monopolistic practices
are preventing the emergence of new ones. At

the same time, hypermobile corporations do not
contribute to tax payments or infrastructure
development, rather they migrate to tax havens.

The exploitation of workers, whether mineral
miners, data centre builders, or doctors, caregivers,
firefighters and teachers, is maximized. it benefits
corporate shareholders and anti-democratic
politicians who guard the unjust system. The rest
of us are becoming poorer by the day, and the
middle class is gradually disappearing. Alongside
this, social systems are being privatised, and our
prospects for social security in a post-work, post-
Al era, when human labour loses its economic
value, are dystopian.
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Vo svete rastucich konfliktov a klimatickej krizy, kde
velka Cast' populacie Zije v chudobe a nema pristup
k pitnej vode, je dnes prioritou fudstva rozvoj umelej

inteligencie. PGvodne iSlo o verejne uzitotny vynalez,
vyvijany so Statnou podporou, ktory mal vzdelavat’
a lieCit’ choroby. Po privatizacii a monopolizacii
internetu v3ak prestal byt demokratickou
technolégiou a stal sa nastrojom sukromneho zisku.

Mala skupinka bohatych dnes viastni tofko

ako najchudobnejsia polovica fudstva. Cim

dalej viac financionalizovany trh Coraz menej
vyuZiva penazny investicny kapital spoloCensky
prospesnym spdsobom a deformuje ekonomiku
Spekulativnymi praktikami, ktoré generuju
viacgeneratné bohatstvo. Exkluzivne hromadenie
majetku dviha ceny nehnutefnosti. Viplyvom
volfnotrhového fundamentalizmu zanikaju mensie
podniky s lokalnym dosahom a monopolne praktiky
brania vzniku novych. Hypermobilné korporacie
sa pritom nepodiefaju na platbe dani ani vytvarani
infrastruktury a migruju do darovych rajov.

Vykoristovanie pracujucich, €i uz taziarov
nerastov, budovatefov datovych centier, alebo
lekarok, opatrovateliek, poziarnikov a uciteliek,

sa maximalizuje. Profituju z toho akcionari

podnikov a antidemokraticki politici, ktori strazia
nespravodlivy system. My ostatni zo dna na den
chudobnieme a stredna vrstva postupne zanika.
Popri tom sa socialne systémy postupne privatizuju.
TakZe naSe perspektivy socialneho zabezpecCenia
v postpracovnej dobe, po umelej inteligencii,

ked' fudska praca stratl ekonomickd hodnotu, su
dystopicke.
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Prechod moci a ideolégie k autoritarstvu

Medzigeneratna skupinova vystava Dym a zrkadia

kriticky skuma suéasnu zmenu paradigmy politickeho
vykladu sveta. Mocenské a ideologickeé posuny verejného
diskurzu, ktore na Slovensku zazivame, presahuju hranice
narodnych tatov a st sugastou globaineho diania. Nova
distribuicia bohatstva vedie k prudkému rastu nerovnosti

a premiefa kultdmu, socialinu a ekonomickt realitu smerom
K autoritarskym rezimom v ére po umelgj inteligencii. Tento
obrat dnes vedie krajna pravica v alianci s libertarianmi, ktori
zddraznuja nie kolektivnu, ale individuginu zodpovednost’

a minimum Statnej kontroly. Je zamerany proti progresiviiym
politikam zaloZenym na konceptoch diverzity, rovnosti
ainklizie, ktoré tradiéne reprezentowvali iberaini korporatni

centristi.

Neoliberaina agenda privatizacie a Skrtov verejnych

vydavkov

Neoliberaina politika Skrtov a privatizacie, spojena
s okliestovanim verejnych siuzieb, ktora sa dhodobo

robi naprie¢ politickym spektrom, je tazskovo

zamerana na hromadenie kapitalu. Preto sa dostava

do rozporu s deklarovanymi ludskopravnymi principmi

a ukazuje neschopnost’ Statu dosledne napinat’ viastne
univerzalisticke politiky a inkluzivne demokratické normy. To

vedie k postupnej demontazi sociaineho Statu.

Liberal skratka prestali vytvarat' ,politiku budtcnosti pre
vetkych®, ktora by sa venovala naliehavym socidlinym
témam, ako dostojné byvanie, pristup k zdravotnej
starostlivosti alebo dopravne] infrastrukiure. Vzdali sa
vizionarskej ziednocuitice] politiky, ktora by poskytovala
socialne prilezitosti aj pre tych, ktori sa citia vyliceni

z prebyrokratizovanych systémov a neflexibilnych
inatitucii, z ktorych nevedia benefitovat. Namiesto
radikalnych reforiem smerovanych K socialnej rovnosti

a environmentalnej spravodiivosti sa sustred'uju

na kratkodobo efektivne Usporne opatrenia, ktore
potieraju potreby a prava zranitelnych komunit, chorych

a chudobnych.

Fuzia fasistickej autokracie s oligarchickou
technokraciou

Ako odpoved na to sa reakclonarska pravicova politika
predstavuje verejnosti ako ta, ¢o radikaine a bez nahrady
rusi to, o uz nefunguje, teda socidine zodpovedny Stat.
Autoritarsky populizmus, piny vagnych socialnych sfubov,
smeruje k fizii fasizmu s technokratickou oligarchiou, ktora
s podporou extremistickych sil kontroluje nielen ekonomicku,
ale aj politicku moc. To eroduje demokraticku kontrolu.

V logike Sirsej necliberaing] ideologie, Ktora privileguje
finanéné elity a presadzuje deregulaciu bez ochrany
vereiného zaujmu, sa tradiéné liberaine kapitalisticke

principy nahradzaji novym typom ekonomiky

s dominantnym postavenim technologickych monopolov.
Nova viadnuca trieda technofeudalov Zile mimo reaine trihy
a bez spoloéenske] zodpovednosti, o zisku z prenajmov
digitalnych platforiem, takzvanych cloudovych rent. Pritom
online prostredie usmemuje nielen obchodovanie a skuzby,

ale aj Sirsiu soclalnu komunikaciu.

Antidemokraticka propaganda

V centre vereiného diskurzu, oviadaného ekonomikou
pozormosti, stoji konzervativna antidemokraticka
propaganda. VyuZiva pritom vplyv technologii a stratégie
priviastriovania a skreslovania vybranych narativow.

Populacia je ovplyviiovana cez netransparentne algoritmmy

a falogné ucty. Tie st nastrojmi obchodnych a hybridnych
vajen. Usmernuju nielen konzumne, ale aj politicke
preferencie. V nedemokraticky spravovanom digitainom
priestore orientovanom na maximalizaciu zisku kultivuja
polarizaciu a podporu krajne pravicovych postojov. Suéasne
je politicka predstavivost’ ochromovana a nevytvara Ziacne
solidarne alternativy zamerang na prekonanie plutokracie.
Autokratickeé rezimy dnes zaZivaju nebyvaly vzostup.

Populizmus a ekonomia strachu

Populistické ideove politiky sticasného posunu majd
strategicky mobiizacny charakter, sprevadzajt ich prejavy

nacionalizmu, xenofobie a diskriminacie.
Zameriavaju sa na témy vonkajSieho
ohrozenia, ako su vojenskeé konflikty alebo
migracia, a na odhalovanie domnelych
vnutornych nepriatefov medzi mensinami.

Metddou .rozdelu a panuj® mocensky
premiefaju realitu a polarizuju spolo&nost’
cez rasove, narodnostneg, rodove alebo
hodnotové odignosti. Rozdel'uji spoloénost’
najma prostrednictvom identitarnej

politiky, v sulade s ultrakonzervativimymi,
nacionalistickymi a postkapitalistickymi
tendenciami. Tie sa obracaju

k tradicionalistickyrm a predmodernym
Sovinistickym a revizionistickym predstavam
o nadradenosti jednej skupiny fudi nad
imymi: &i uz ide o sociainy darwinizmus,
biologicky determinizmus, alebo historicky
stereotypizovany nacionalizmus. Popritom
v pozadi prebiehaju hibkove trukturaine
zmeny spolocensko-ekonomickeho
systemu.

Ultrakonzervativny, nacionalisticky
a postkapitalisticky obrat vo vyvoji

Vystava Dym a zrkadid prostrednictvom
umeleckych prostriedkov a vizualneho

i nepojmového umenia zachytava tri
stcasné spolotenske obraty:

UWitrakonzervativny kulttrny obrat
charakterizuje antigenderova politika
spojena s odmietanim rodovej rovnosti

a identity. Zahriia aj takzvany antiwokizmus
zamerany proti politickej korektnosti

a progresivnej (,\woke") kulture. Prerasta od
zaujatia takzvanou cancel culture do novych
foriem cenzury a kultimych vojen. Cez ne
obnovuje historicke patriarchalne postoje
zdiefane s nabozenskymi fundamentalistami.

Fasisticko-nativisticky socialny obrat

s antisolidarnou politickou rétorikou

voci pristahovalcom alebo vylucenym
komunitam poplera medzindrodné
internacionalisticke iniciativy a institacie.
Naopak, presadzuje etnicka uzavretost’
s ddrazom na dekontextualizovanu
narodnu suverenitu, ktord je napojena na
nabozensko-nacionalisticke myty.

Postkapitalisticko-antiglobalisticky
ekonomicky obrat vedie k prechodu

od tradicného globalneho kapitalizmu

k centralizovanému technofeudalizmu

5 globainou hegemoniou, Ustanovuje
reorganizaciu socioekonomickych hierarchii
Rozhoduitice uz nie je sikromné viastnictvo
vyrobnych prostriedkov, ale kontrola dat

a internetovej infrastruktary technologickymi
korporaciami. Prinasa to nebyvali
koncentréaciu politicko-ekonomicke] maci,
&0 sa prirovnava k najomnym vztahom
feudalnych viastnikov pody. Nejde tak

len o zmenu ekonomickych Struktur,

ale o celkov premenu spolotenského
usporiadania.

Pluralita perspektiv

V tase rastucej polarizacie prinasa vystava
Dym a zrkadia Ovahu nad transpoziciou
dualizmu, ktory vytvara faloSné predstavy
o tom, Ze len vzité polarity mozu byt reaine
a legitimne. Skiuma moznosti, ako prekonat’
binarny redukcionizmus a posunut’ sa
smerom ku komplexnejsiemu nebinarnemu
a inkluzivnemu mysleniu, ktoré reSpektuje
réznorocost.

Narativ vystavy tak nie je uzamknuty

v ciernobielom vyklade sveta, v ramci
ktorého sa v moraine] panike vedu
Jkriziacke vypravy*: iberalisa povysujinad

populistami na baze gramotnosti,
¢i uzZ v tedriach o dezolatoch,
alebo postsediiakoch, a podobne
sa to deje | z opatnej strany.
Obe skupiny pritom zostavajl
izolovane v reaktiviych a ¢asto
dogmatickych poziciach, bez
schopnosti viest' spolotnl
diskusiu. To sa prepisuje do
reality, v ktorej vSetci rovnako
citime, Ze sa globainy vyvoj
zhorSuje, ale kazdy mana to
viastné, ¢asto Upine protichodné
vysvetienie.

Analyza systému

Gradient vystavy prechadza
od systémove] analyzy
nedemokraticke] podstaty
kapitalistického patriarchaineho
poriadku k dasledkom

sucasne| sociaino-ekonomickej
transformacie. Ked' nam pri
zlyhavajticich demokratickych
nastrojoch akoby nezostavalo
iné, len poveréiva ochrana,
napriklad pomocou alobalovych
Giapok.

MNadrtava zakladnua schemu
sveta polykriz, ktory po
nastupe neoliberalnych politik
v poslednych desatrociach
20. storocia dosledne
nemetabolizoval systémowvi
kritiku patriarchatu ani
triecineho Utlaku, ktord si
historicky monopolizoval
neuspesny model Statneho
socializmu. V pomoderne| ére
deindustrializacie a ekonomiky
sluzieb sa tak robotnicka
trieda len preklasifikovala na
neuréitt skupinu nevzdelanych
obcanov z periféril. Utlak
mensin sa iba presunul na iné
skupiny s konkrétnou etnickou
prisiusnostou alebo Zivotnym
Stylom.

Priestor pre zdiefanie

Projekt Dym a zrkadia sa snazi
prispiet’ k diskusi o pricinach
meniacich sa spolotenskych
pomerov. Zameriava sa na
perspektivy spolotenskeho
zmieru a moZnosti novych
spojenectiev, zalozenych

na pochopeni komplexnych
stvislosti, mikropolitickych

a kultarnych dimenzii,

a identifikacli spoloénych
Zzaujmov: Giuz ide o spojenectvo
pracujice] triedy proti plutokracii,
ktora si z nej robi pracovny tabor,
alebo spojenectva geopoliticky
rozdrobenejsich regionov proti
imperialistickej hegemdnii a geo-
ekonomicke] dominancii, ako je
tomu v pripade podmanovania si
trhov EU americkymi techfirmani
znemoznujucimi GEinné regulacie
alebo v pripade vplyvu proruskej
propagandy orientovanej na
slovansku historick( fikciu.

V hladani novych foriem solidarity
vychadza zo skisenosti zdola
vedeného odporu kultirneho
sektora na Slovensku, ktory

v poslednych dvoch rokoch Celi
autoritarskej Statnej politike.

Mira Keratova

Transition of Power and Ideoclogy to
Authoritarianism

Smoke & Mirrors, an intergenerational
group exhibition, critically examines
the current paradigm shift in political
interpretation of the world. The
power and ideoclogical shifts in public
discourse that we are experiencing

in Slovakia transcend the borders of
nation states and are part of global
events. The new distribution of wealth
is leading to a sharp rise in inequality
and transforming cultural, social, and
economic reality toward authoritarian
regimes in a post-artificial inteligence
era. This turmn is driven today by

the far right allied with libertarians
who emphasize individual rather

than collective responsibility and
minimal state control. It is directed
against progressive policies that are
based on the concepts of diversity,
equity, and inclusion traditionalty
represented by liberal corporate
centrists.

Neoliberal Agenda of Privatisation
and Public Spending Cuts

The neoliberal policy of austerity
and privatisation, alongside the
cutbacks to public services long
pursued across the political
spectrum, is primarily focused on
the accumulation of capital. It runs
counter to declared principles of
human rights and demonstrates
the state's inability to consistently
implement attested universalist
policies and inclusive democratic
norms, leading to the gradual
dismantiing of the welfare state.

In short, liberals have stopped
creating a "policy of the future for all®
that would address pressing social
issues such as adequate housing,
access to healthcare, or transport
infrastructure. They have abandoned
a visionary unifying policy that would
provide social opportunities even

for those who feel excluded from
over-bureaucratised systems and
inflexible institutions from which they
cannot benefit. Instead of radical
reforms aimed at social equality

and environmental justice, they are
focusing on short-term austerity
measures that undermine the needs
and rights of vulnerable communities,
the sick, and the poor.

Fusion of Fascist Autocracy with
Oligarchic Technocracy

In response to this, reactionary right
wing politics presents itself to the
public as radically and irrevocably

abolishing what no longer works,
namely the socially responsible
state. Authoritarian populism, full of
vague social promises, is leading to
a fusion of fascism with technocratic
oligarchy, which, with the support of
extremist forces, controls not only
economic but also political power.
This fusion is eroding democratic
control.

In the doctrine of broader necliberal
ideoclogy, which privileges financial
elites and promotes deregulation
without protecting the public interest,
traditional liberal capitalist principles
are being replaced by a new type

of economy dominated by technological
monopolies. The new ruling class of

technofeudalists lives outside real markets
and without social responsibility, deriving

its profits from charging rents on digital
platforms, known as “cloud rents”. Here,
the online environment guides not only

commerce and services, but also broader

social communication.
Antidemocratic Propaganda

At the centre of a public discourse,
dominated by the attention economy
stands conservative antidemocratic
propaganda. It exploits the influence of
technology and deploys strategies of

appropriation and distortion of particular

narratives.

The population is influenced through
non-transparent algorithms and fake
accounts — instruments of commercial
and hybric warfare that guide not only
consumer preferences but also political

choices. In an undemocratically managed
digital space driven by profit maximization,
they cultivate polarisation and support for

far-right attitucdles. At the same time, the

political imagination is paralysed, failing to

create any solidarity-based alternatives
aimed at overcoming plutocracy.
Autocratic regimes are therefore

experiencing an unprecedented rise today.

Populism and the Economy of Fear

Populist ideclogical policies of the current
shift have a strategic mobilising character
that features expressions of nationalism,

xenophobia, and discrimination. They
exploit themes of external threats, such
as military conflicts or immigration, and
perceived internal enemies among
minorities.

Through the method of “divide and rule”,
they manipulate reality and polarise

society over racial, ethnic, gender, or value

differences. They divide society mainly
through identity politics, in accordance
with ultraconservative, nationalist, and
postcapitalist tendencies. These views

turn to traditionalist and pre-modern
positions — chauvinistic and revisionist

notions of the superiority of one group of
people over others: be it social Darwinism,

biological determinism, or historically

stereotyped nationalism. Simultaneously,
profound structural changes to the socio-

economic system are taking place in the
background.

Ultraconservative, Nationalist, and
Post-Capitalist Shift in Development

The exhibition Smoke & Mirrors uses

artistic means and visual and non-lexical
art to capture three contemporary social

shifts:

Uttraconservative Cultural Shift

characterized by anti-gender politics
associated with a rejection of gender
equality and identity. It also includes
anti-wokism directed against political
correctness and progressive (woke)

culture. It is evolving from a preoccupation

with so-called cancel culture into new
forms of censorship and culture wars,
and in doing so restores historical

patriarchal attitudes shared with religious

fundamentalists.

Fascist-Nativist Social Shift deploys
anti-solidarity political rhetoric towards

immigrants or marginalised communities. It rejects
international initiatives and institutions, instead
promoting ethnic insularity through its emphasis on
a decontextualised national sovereignty linked to
refigious—nationalist myths.

Postcapitalist-Antiglobalist Economic Shiftis leading

to a transition from tracditional global capitalism to
centralised technofeudalism with global hegemony.

It is establishing a reorganisation of socio-economic
hierarchies. Private ownership of the means of production
is no longer decisive, but rather control of data and
internet infrastructure by technology corporations.
This brings about an unprececented concentration of
political—economic power, which can be compared to
the tenancy relationships of feudal landowners. It is not
just a change in economic structures, but a complete
transformation of the social order.

Plurality of Perspectives

At a time of growing polarisation, the exhibition Smoke

& Mirrors reflects on the transposition of dualism, which
creates false notions that only established polarities can
be real and legitimate. It explores ways of overcoming
binary reductionism and moving towards a more complex,
non-binary, and inclusive way of thinking that is respectful
of diversity.

The exhibition narrative is therefore unconstrained
by a black-and-white interpretation of a world where
“crusades” are waged in a moral panic — one in which

liberals claim superiority over populists based on literacy,
whether through theories about conspiracy theorists,
*dezolates”, or rural traditionalists, “post-peasants”,

and the same is true for the opposing side. By doing so,
both groups remain isolated in their reactive and often
dogmatic positions, unable to engage in open discussion.
This translates into a reality in which we all feel that global
developments are deteriorating, but each of us has their
own, often completely contradictory, explanation for it.

System Analysis

The exhibition gradient moves from a systemic analysis
of the undemocratic nature of the capitalist patriarchal
order to the consequences of the current socio-
economic transformation. When democratic instruments
fail, it appears that all we are left with is superstitious
protections — such as tin foil hats.

It outlines a basic scheme of a world of polycrisis, one
which after the advent of neoliberal policies in the last
decades of the 20th century, has consistently failed
to metabolise the systemic criticism of patriarchy and
class oppression historically monopolised by the failed
model of state socialism. In the postmodemn era of
deindustrialisation and the service economy, the working
class has simply been reclassified as an undefined
group of uneducated citizens from the periphery. The
oppression of minorities has merely shifted to other
groups with specific ethnic affiliations or lifestyles.

Space for Sharing

The Smoke & Mirrors project seeks to contribute to the
discussion on the causes of changing social conditions.

It focuses on prospects of social reconciliation and
possibilities for new aliances based on identification

of common interests and understanding of complex
contexts involving micro-political and cultural dimensions:
whether it be an alliance of the working class against the
plutocracy that is turning it into a labour camp, or aliances
of geopolitically fragmented regions against imperialist
hegemony and geo-economic dominance, as exemplified
by the subjugation of EU markets by US tech firms that
prevent effective regulation, or by the influence of pro-
Russian propaganda oriented towards Slavic historical
fiction.

In its search for new forms of solidarity, the exhibition
draws on experience from grassroots resistance
within Slovakia's cultural sector, which has been facing
authoritarian state policies for the past two years.

Mira Keratova



